
Time (AWST) Duration Theme Person/Format Session Title

8:30 30 mins None Welcome To Country Video
Kaya, welcome the 6

th
 OMOZ hosted from Whadjuk Boodjar - the land of the Noongar nation. 

Our Elders would like to virtually welcome you to their country. Please watch and enjoy this 

video as we kick-start OMOZ 2021! 

9:00 2-5 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin) Introduction of Plenary Speaker

9:05 20 mins Prof. Kelvin Kong (John Hunter Hospital, Newcastle) Building Indigenous Capacity for Brighter Futures

9:25 10 mins

9:35 2-5 mins A/Prof. Chris Brennan-Jones (Telethon Kids, Perth) Introduction of Theme Speakers

9:40 10 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin) Hearing for Learning Initiative 

9:50 5 mins 

9:55 10 mins Rose Walley (Telethon Kids, Perth) TBC

10:05 5 mins

Ruth Monck, Pina Karnpi Team (Kalgoorlie) 

 Josie Adams, Pina Karnpi Team (Kalgoorlie) 

10:20 5 mins

10:25 10 mins Sam Harkus (Australian Hearing, Sydney) + Facilitator
‘Sometimes you think they’re being mugul.’ Parent and carer perspectives on young Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander children’s access to ear health and hearing services in urban areas.

10:35 5 mins

10:45 10 mins Emma Johnson (Hearing Australia, Cairns, QLD) Abstract Talk: 600 pairs of ears - a Yarrabah perspective

10:55 15 mins

11:10 10 mins Matt Brown (Deadly Ears, Brisbane)

Understanding the benefits of surgery for the treatment of otitis media for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in remote communities across 

QLD

11:20 5 mins

Victoria Stroud  (Telethon Kids, Perth)

Kerry Stack (Telethon Kids, Perth) 

11:35 5 mins

Koorlungkas Yarning - A community perspective of language, trauma and 

healing 
11:25 10 mins

10 mins10:10

Longer Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Pina Karnbi Pilot Project

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Otitis Media In 

the Community

Plenary Speaker



11:40 10 mins
Dr Celestine Aho (Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical 

Research, Papua New Guinea)
Otitis media in the highlands of Papua New Guinea  

11:50 5 mins

11:55 10 mins Natasha Morrison (Telethon Kids, Perth)
Djaalinj Waakinj Urban Aboriginal Ear Health research project - engaging the 

Aboriginal community in research

12:05 5 mins

12:10 10 mins Jack Alexander DeLacy (The University of Sydney, NSW)
Abstract Talk: The social determinants of otitis media in Aboriginal children in 

Australia: are we addressing the primary causes? A systematic content review

12:20 5 mins

12:25 10 mins Yolanda Fernandez Reitano (Queensland Health, Qld)
Abstract Talk: Family perspectives and experiences of the impacts of otitis 

media: Trial of an adapted OM-6 quality-of-life tool

12:35 5 mins

12:40 10 mins Jiunn-Yih Su (Menzies, Darwin)
Abstract Talk: An evaluation of the cascade of care for the ear health of 

Aboriginal children in remote Australia, 2014-2018

12:50 5 mins

12;55 65 mins

3 mins Jemima Beissbarth
Abstract Talk: Pneumococcal serotype carriage in Aboriginal children with and 

without acute otitis media (AOM) across four vaccine eras.

3 mins Kelly Martinovich
Abstract Talk: Investigating maternal transfer of pneumococcal and NTHi 

antibodies in infants at high-risk of otitis media

3 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin)
Abstract Talk: Head-to-head and combined pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 

(PCV) schedules: secondary immunogenicity outcomes to 7 months of age

3 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin)
Abstract Talk: An OMapp for the 2020 Otitis Media Guidelines for high- and 

low-risk Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children

3 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin)
Abstract Talk: Otoscopy and tympanometry can reasonably predict hearing 

loss in Aboriginal children 12 to 36 months of age.

Clory Carrello (With Clory)

June Doyle (With Clory)

2:00 5 mins Dr Chris Brennan-Jones (Telethon Kids, Perth) Introduction of Guest Speaker

2:05 20 mins
Dr Malene Nøhr Demant (Zealand University Hospital, 

Copenhagen)
Community Perceptions and Management Strategies for OM in Greenland

2:25 10 mins

2:35 5 mins Prof. Jenny Reath (Western Sydney University, Sydney) Introduction of Theme Speakers

3 mins
Abstract Talk: South Metropolitan Aboriginal Ear Health Program - An 

Integrated Approach to Treating Chronic Otitis Media in Aboriginal Children

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

LUNCH (including 3 minute talks)

Longer Break//Q+A

2

1

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Guest Speaker: 

Community 

Perceptions and 

Management 

Strategies for OM 

in Greenland

Otitis Media In 

the Community

GP, Audiology + 

Surgery



2:40 10 mins
A/Prof. Penny Abbott/ARO (Western Sydney University, 

Sydney)

Undertaking ear health research in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary 

care services – benefits beyond the research

2:50 5 mins

2:55 10 mins A/Prof. Chris Brennan-Jones (Telethon Kids, Perth) Treatment of chronic suppurative otitis media: A suite of Cochrane reviews

3:05 5 mins

3:10 10 mins Prof. Amanda Leach (Menzies, Darwin)
Abstract Talk: Chronic OM established and specialist referral required for 70% 

Aboriginal infants by 7 months of age

3:20 5 mins

3:25 10 mins Dr Elke Seppanen (Telethon Kids, Perth) Bacterial reservoirs in Otitis prone children predict clinical outcomes

3:35 5 mins

3:40 10 mins
A/Prof. Shyan Vijayasekaran (Perth Childrens Hospital, 

Perth)
The little things

3:50 5 mins

3:55 10 mins
Kate Hearn (Children's Health Queensland Hospital and 

Health Service, Queensland, Australia

Abstract Talk: A trial of TeleAudiology in partnership with 10 Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander communities: Factors for success

4:05 5 mins

4:10 10 mins Dr Jafri Kuthubutheen (Perth Childrens Hospital, Perth)
The role of Telehealth in the diagnosis and management of otitis media - the 

Kimberley experience

4:20 5 mins

4:25 10 mins Eman M A Alenezi (Telethon Kids, Perth)

Abstract Talk: The quality of video otoscopy still images and recordings and 

their suitability for the asynchronous diagnosis of middle-ear disease in 

children

4;35 5 mins

4:40 End of Day 1

19:00 Social Outing Deboarah Lehmann Social Outing

Day 2 Thursday 2nd September 

9:00 30-40 mins Day 2 Intro The Ear Health Portal Minidocumentary Video

9:30 5 mins Break

Sam Harkus (Australian Hearing, Sydney)  Co Facilitator

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

9:45 - 10:45 1 hour

SESSION I: 

Community 

perspectives on 

the Ear Health 

research gaps 

GP, Audiology + 

Surgery

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A



Toni Manton Co Facilitator

Trumaine Live Panel

Val Swift (Telethon Kids, Perth) Live Panel

Kerry Stack (Telethon Kids, Perth) Live Panel

Sissy Tyson (Inala, Brisbane) Live Panel

Katie Edney (VAHS, Melbourne) Live Panel

10:45 15 mins

Peter Richmond Co Facilitator

A/Prof. Penny Abbott (Sydney) Live Panel

Dr. Ruth Thornton (University of Western Australia, Perth) Co Facilitator

Prof. Peter Morris (Darwin) Live Panel

Prof. Amanda Leach (Darwin) Live Panel

Letitia Campbell (Kalwun, Gold Coast) Live Panel

12:00 60 mins

12:25 3 mins Lara Shur + Paul Higginbotham
Abstract Talk: Successful treatment of Otitis Media within a Community-centred 

program - what have we learned?

12:30 3 mins Lara Shur + Paul Higginbotham
Abstract Talk: Listening to the end user -Aboriginal clients and communities 

share their voice

12:35 3 mins Lara Shur + Paul Higginbotham
Abstract Talk: An NGOs perspective on success and challenges in the Otitis 

Media space

12:40 3 mins Donna Rees
Abstract Talk: Hear our Heart Ear Bus Project: Supporting families of Australian 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous children with Otitis Media

12:45 3 mins Sanna Hou
Abstract Talk: Working together to develop the Early Childhood Hearing and 

talking Observations (ECHO) checklist for Early Childhood Educators

12:50 3 mins Tamara Veselinovic
Abstract Talk: Djaalinj Waakinj OM-6: a cross-cultural revision of the Otitis 

Media-6 quality of life questionnaire.

12:55 3 mins Dr Jacqueline Stephens

Abstract Talk: The role of Aboriginal Health Workers and Practitioners in the 

early detection of ear disease and hearing impairment among Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander children.

1:00 5 mins Dr. Lea-Ann Kirkham (Telethon Kids, Perth) Introduction of Guest SpeakerGuest Speaker: 

Vaccines for 

Otitis Media

1 hour11:00 - 12:00

Break//Q+A

LUNCH (inclusive of 3 minute abstract talks)

9:45 - 10:45 1 hour

SESSION I: 

Community 

perspectives on 

the Ear Health 

research gaps 

SESSION II: 

Clinical Trials for 

OM -where, 

what, when and 

how?



1:05 20 mins Dr. Mark Alderson (PATH, Seattle) Vaccines to prevent OM: progress and challenges

1:25 10 mins

1:35 5 mins A/Prof. Heidi Smith-Vaughan (Menzies, Darwin) Introduction of Theme Speakers

1:40 10 mins
Dr. Seweryn Bialasiewicz (University of Queensland, 

Brisbane)

Australian Centre for Ecogenomics, The University of Queensland

Centre for Child Health Research, Children’s Health Queensland

1:50 5 mins

1:55 10 mins Dr. Robyn Marsh (Menzies, Darwin)
The ear discharge microbiome among children with chronic suppurative otitis 

media

2:05 5 mins

2:10 10 mins Steven Taylor (SAHMRI)
Ear microbiota and middle ear disease: a longitudinal pilot study of Aboriginal 

children in a remote South Australian setting

2:20 5 mins

2:25 10 mins Caitlyn Granland (Telethon Kids Institute)
Abstract Talk: Haemophilus haemolyticu s prevents non-typeable Haemophilus 

influenzae  otitis media in a murine model

2:35 10 mins

2:45 10 mins Dr. Lea-Ann Kirkham (Telethon Kids, Perth)
A first in human study to test the safety and tolerability of a novel preventative 

therapy for otitis media.

2:55 5 mins

3:00 10 mins Sharon Clark (Telethon Kids Institute)
Abstract Talk: Otitis-prone Aboriginal children have lower natural antibody titers 

to NTHi vaccine candidates than Non-Aboriginal otitis-prone children

3:10 5 mins

3:15 10 mins Dr. Ruth Thornton (University of Western Australia, Perth)
Have been the co-PI on 2 investigator led clinical trials and involved in various 

roles in many others (mainly from a laboratory perspective).

3:25 5 mins

3:30 20 - 30 mins Live TBC

Break//Q+A

Longer Break//Q+A

Guest Speaker: 

Vaccines for 

Otitis Media

4:00

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

Longer Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A

END OF DAY

Closing Ceremony

Theme 3: 

Biology of OM – 

what this means 

for First Nation’s 

kids

Break//Q+A

Break//Q+A


