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[bookmark: _Toc346791069]Expressions of Interest
Steering Committee Members

Mental Health Network 
Forensic Mental Health Sub Network 

The Mental Health Network (MHN) aims to improve outcomes for people with mental health issues by building capability and leadership and strengthening the provision and coordination of care and support across the State.
The MHN achieves this by:
· Engaging: Enabling consumers, families/carers, health professionals, health and community services, the Mental Health Commission (MHC) and Department of Health (DoH) to engage and collaborate effectively;
· Learning: Sharing information, experience and ideas; and,
· Informing: Providing independent and informed advice.
[bookmark: _Hlk519175839]We are seeking expressions of interest for steering committee members, to contribute as part of the Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee. The Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee invites expressions of interest from;

· Paid Consumers;
· Paid Support Persons;
· Community managed organisations;
· Primary health services;
· Individuals and agencies working with people with co-occurring alcohol and other drug and mental health issues;
· Individuals and agencies working with different age cohorts (relevant for cross-age cohort working groups), including infant children and adolescents, youth, adults, older adults;
· Individuals and agencies working with populations with specific needs such as Aboriginal peoples, people with culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and people identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex;
· Government agencies that have responsibilities for policies, programs, services and initiatives related to forensic mental health;
· Inpatient and community private mental health services;
· Prevention and promotion services;
· Mental health professionals from a range of disciplines including peer workers, community support, allied health, nursing, medical, psychology and psychiatry;
· Academics/researchers/data analysts with expertise and knowledge relevant to related to forensic mental health; and
· Individuals with other expertise relevant to the Steering Committee responsibilities (MHN Co-Leads and Sub Network Co-Chairs may collaborate to co-opt individuals for short term engagement).






The Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee
Purpose: The Forensic Mental Health Sub Network assists the MHN to achieve its mission with particular focus on the forensic mental health. It does so by facilitating engagement and effective collaboration between key stakeholders including consumers and support persons, health professionals, health and community services, employees of the MHC, DoH and HSPs with an interest in the forensic mental health; sharing information, experience and ideas and provides independent and informed advice.
Responsibilities: 
· Support the MHN in its mission to engage, learn and inform;
· Contribute to improving the mental health and wellbeing of Western Australians;
· [bookmark: _Hlk11317437][bookmark: _Hlk11317388]Provide opportunities for Forensic Mental Health Sub Network members, related organisations and individuals to engage, collaborate and facilitate better integrated and connected services for the people with mental health issues related to forensic mental health;
· [bookmark: _Hlk531612201]Draw upon a community of practice approach to facilitate learning among Forensic Mental Health Sub Network members, the MHN and the community that promotes best practice for forensic mental health;
· Assist and advise on the development of mechanisms such as care pathways, models of care and/or service that actively support the common goal of making improvements in the mental health sector and system change including integration of care and continued development of a person-centred and recovery orientated culture; and
· With agreement and content approval of the MHN Co-Leads, provide advice aimed at improving outcomes for people with mental health issues related to forensic mental health to key stakeholders, either upon request or initiated by the Sub Network, including the MHC, DoH, WA Primary Health Alliance and the Chief Psychiatrist.
Duration of appointment: 2 years with the possibility of renewal.
Frequency of meetings: Every six (6) weeks.
Time and location of meetings: Thursdays, 2:00pm – 4:00pm, Nulsen, 32 Burton St, Cannington, WA 6107 or Outcare, 27 Moore St, East Perth, WA 6004.
Payment: Consumer and support person steering committee members will be remunerated for their time as per the MHC’s Consumer, Family and Community Paid Partnership Policy.
For steering committee members who do not have lived experience, this is a non‑remunerated role.

Selection Criteria for this Committee:
The Mental Health Network Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee is looking for members who:
1. Are committed to the purpose and responsibilities of the committee (for more information on the Mental Health Network click here);
2. Have lived experience with forensic mental health as a consumer or support person and can represent their experience and knowledge effectively; 
OR
3. Is currently working in, or has recent experience working in the forensic mental health area and can represent their experience and knowledge effectively;
4. Have well-developed interpersonal skills including the ability to work as part of a team, give constructive input, maintain good working relationships with stakeholders, listen objectively, negotiate and make reasoned judgements; and
5. Have knowledge, skills and/or experience with participation on committees or other decision‑making processes, familiarity with and input into the development of policy and procedure documents.
[bookmark: _Hlk519176189]Guiding Principles for Steering Committee members:
The Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee will adhere to the following: 
· Members of the Steering Committee are present to bring knowledge, skills and experience relevant to the work of the committee and not as organisation, constituency or personal representatives;
· A member will make a Declaration of Interest where they have an organisational. professional or personal interest that may conflict with a matter before the committee. In this instance, the Co-Chair(s), will determine if a conflict exists and any action needed to address the conflict;
· Sub Network Steering Committees are to include mechanisms for communicating with the broader MHN to ensure consultation has breadth and depth from all stakeholders;
· In their formal capacity, Steering Committees Members are expected to communicate respectfully with all stakeholders;
· Work products created by the Forensic Mental Health Sub Networks will be developed in accordance with the Working Together: Engagement Framework. They will be designed with engagement of consumers and support persons with lived experience in forensic mental health, and are to be produced using co-design principles;
· Feedback and/or reviews of documentation are to be provided within requested timeframes;
· Advice, feedback and/or reviews of documentation should be communicated by the Sub Network Co-Chairs. Co-Chairs are required to inform the MHN Co-Leads of their intended communication prior to providing the advice, feedback or review;
· Outgoing work from this group will be reflective of current evidence;
· Members will maintain confidentiality if an issue is raised and confidentiality is requested.
· It is each member’s responsibility to canvas views and provide feedback to its constituency as appropriate and as directed by the group;
· The Co-Chairs will seek to reach a consensus view and resolution of any dissenting issues shall be achieved by a process identified by the Co-Chairs; and 
· Steering Committee members with direction of the Co-Chair(s) are able to co-opt/seek expert advice on an as need basis. 
Selection Process
Written applications will be assessed, and shortlisted applicants may be asked to meet with the Co-Chairs of the Forensic Mental Health Steering Committee for an informal selection discussion. This will also provide the opportunity for applicants to ask questions about the work of the Forensic Mental Health Sub Network Steering Committee.  


For more information please contact:
Bridget Harvey, Co-Chair, Forensic Mental Health Subnetwork Steering Committee by: 
· Email: b_harvey@outcare.com.au 
· Phone: 0478 632 959
To apply:  
Please provide a brief written expression of interest and resume and return it by 
9am Monday, 22 February 2021.
· Email to: MHNetwork@mhc.wa.gov.au with Forensic Mental Health Steering Committee Application in the subject line.
· Post to:
The Mental Health Commission
GPO Box X2299
Perth Business Centre
WA, 6847
· Hand deliver to Mental Health Commission, Level 1, 1 Nash Street, Perth WA. 

The Mental Health Network Forensic Mental Health Steering Committee is sponsored by Outcare.




