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Expression of Interest
Youth Reference Group

About Us
The Healing Foundation is a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander not for profit charitable organisation established in 2009 that partners with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and stakeholders to address the ongoing trauma caused by actions like the forced removal of children from their families.

Our Vision
Strong Spirit, Strong Culture, Strong People, Strong Nation – Our children and families thrive and our culture flourishes in safe communities.
Our dream – Colonisation and all its devastation will not define who we are. We are stronger than we think. Seeing the past but not captured by it.
Our dreaming – The wisdom of our Elders guides our dreaming, our way of thinking and achieving.
Commitment – From healing will emerge new opportunities to our children, families and communities.
Youth Reference Group
The purpose of the Youth Reference Group is to advise and assist The Healing Foundation in the engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people. The Youth Reference Group works closely with the Stolen Generations Reference Group to represent experiences of trauma and intergenerational trauma as well as resilience, survival and intergenerational healing. 
Key responsibilities include, to:
· Contribute to creating a strong and collective voice to identify and highlight priorities for a healing agenda, with our range of stakeholders
· Engage with the work of The Healing Foundation and, in particular, the national conversation about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander healing
· Act as youth ambassadors for The Healing Foundation, and
· Participate in activities related to the engagement of young people and the community, working alongside The Healing Foundation representatives.

Submissions for the Expression of Interest open 17 August 2020 and close 29 August 2020
Applicants must be of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander descent
Completed submissions need to be sent to email address: community@healingfoundation.org.au
Tell us a little bit about you
	Name:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Contact Number:
	
	Email:
	

	Mob (Language Group/Country/Clan):
	
	Employment status:
	



Why do you want to be part of The Healing Foundation’s Youth Reference Group?
	

	

	

	

	

	



Stolen Generations
The Stolen Generations refers to the tens of thousands of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were forcibly removed from their families and communities between the early 1900s to the 1970s. 

The Healing Foundation works with communities to create places of safety, providing an environment for Stolen Generations survivors and their families to speak for themselves, tell their stories and be in charge of their own healing. 
The Healing Foundation is a trauma aware, healing informed organisation which means we are dedicated in maintaining a safe environment for everyone on their healing journey. If you find the question below difficult to answer please contact our Youth Reference Group coordinator on 04 489 080 60, to book a time with a qualified social worker. We acknowledge sharing your story may bring up challenges for you and we are committed to supporting you through this process. 

Alternatively you may wish to contact any of your local services that you have a connection with already.  Other services outside of office hours may include; Blue Knot 1300657 380, Lifeline 13 11 14, 1800Respect 1800 737 732, emergency services 000. 
Has your family been impacted by the Stolen Generations?
· Yes
· No
If known, how?
	

	

	


Intergenerational trauma
If people don’t have the opportunity to heal from trauma, they unknowingly pass on experiences of trauma (acting from distress and not strength) to others through associated behaviours. Intergenerational trauma stems from over 200 years of constant and deliberate disruption, dislocation, and mistreatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is not just experienced individually but collectively. It is experienced between generations and across community. This cycle of trauma, where the impact is passed from one generation to the next is known as intergenerational trauma. 

What does ending intergenerational trauma look like to you? 
(note there is an option of a creative submission in response to this question – Attachment A)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


											Attachment A
Creative submission
Responding to the question – What does ending intergenerational trauma look like to you? Please use the space below to write/draw your response or insert a picture of your image/artwork/link to your response.





















Tell us about your creative submission and what it means to you?
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