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You are invited to take part in this study.  Please read through this participant information sheet in full before deciding whether or not to participate in this research.  If you would like more information regarding any aspect of this project, you are encouraged to contact the researchers via the phone number or email address listed above. 

Who is involved in this project? 
We are a group of researchers from three different organisations, working in partnership.  The research team consists of social work researchers from Monash University, First Nations researchers from Western Sydney University and an implementation researcher from the Centre for Evidence and Implementation.  

Background to the research topic
Young people in the child protection system, especially those in out of home care (OOHC), are at increased risk of coming into contact with the criminal justice system, both while they are still in the child protection system and in the period following their transition out of the system. The relationship between trauma, abuse and neglect and involvement with both the child protection and criminal justice systems is well-established. Young people who have been in contact with both the child protection and criminal justice systems are sometimes referred to as “crossover children”. First Nations young people, who are greatly overrepresented in both systems, are up to 18 times more likely to fall into this group. Young people with disability are overrepresented in both systems, but there is understanding about what factors affect the chance of young people with disability in the child protection system entering the criminal justice system. There is also limited information about what can prevent or address criminal justice system contact for children with disability in child protection systems.  

The research project
This research has been requested by the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of People with a Disability (the Royal Commission).  The Royal Commission wants to know more about children with disability in child protection systems, and their pathways into criminal justice systems.  They also seek to understand effective interventions that can interrupt these pathways and improve outcomes for young people with a disability.  There is little existing research about this area, and this project intends to fill that gap in knowledge.

Why were you invited to participate in this research?
We want to hear from people who work with First Nations and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse children and young people with disability in Child Protection systems and justice systems.  We seek to understand the unique needs, challenges and outcomes facing these particular groups of young people.  Our project partners who are Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations have invited their affiliates to be part of this research.

What does the research involve?
You will be invited to participate in a focus group either in person (if possible) or via zoom.  Prior to taking part in the focus group, you will be asked to sign a consent form to participation.  The focus group will take up to 90 minutes and involve 6-8 participants.  The focus group will be facilitated by a First Nations researcher.  You will be given a copy of topics and questions before the focus group. 

During the focus group, you will be invited to share your experiences of the current services provided to young people with a disability in Child Protection systems at risk of justice involvement; any strengths and limitations of the current service system, examples of good practice and suggestions for improving outcomes for these young people.  

The focus groups will be audio or video recorded to allow for transcription and analysis.  Due to the nature of focus groups, the other participants will be able to identify your involvement in the project.  The transcription of the focus groups however will be de-identified and all the data used in future publications will also be de-identified.

There is no reimbursement or payment for participation in this research.  

Possible benefits and risks to participants
Many participants will experience no direct or immediate benefits, however there are broader beneficial impacts for community. This research will contribute to the outcomes of the Disability Royal Commission, which will aim to benefit young people with disability who have child protection system contact and who are at risk of justice-system involvement, including First Nations children and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  


Even though we do not expect that being in the focus group will cause any distress, it is possible that some participants may find the content distressing, given the reality of intergenerational trauma, and also the cultural and emotional demands of working in programs in this space.  However, the focus of the questions will be on the nature and availability of services, the impact of support programs on children’s outcomes, and participant’s ideas for improving support and outcomes for this group of children and young people. The questions will focus on your professional expertise, rather than your personal experiences.

If any of the discussion causes distress, participants can refuse to answer certain questions or take time out from the focus group.

Can I withdraw from the research? 
Being part of this study is completely voluntary.  Participants will be asked to sign a consent form before the focus group.  You will not be disadvantaged in any way if you choose not to participate or withdraw from this project, however as this is a group discussion it will not be possible to exclude individual data once the session has commenced.  All data collected will be de-identified.

Confidentiality
The information in this research project will be confidential and nobody will know you participated in the focus group except for the researchers and other focus group members. All information from this study will be de-identified before publication. 

Storage of information collected
Electronic data will be stored on a university networked drive.  This is secured by password protection and multi-factor authentication.  Only the researchers involved in this study will have access to this data.  Data will be kept for five years.  

Results or queries
If you would like information about the research results, or have any further queries, please contact the Chief Investigator.

Available Support
If you experience any distress related to participating in this research you can access free counselling and support Australia wide through the organisations listed below.

Lifeline		13 11 14
Beyond Blue 	1300 224 636

Complaints
Should you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to contact The Chairperson, AH&MRC Ethics Committee:

The Chairperson 
AH&MRC Ethics Committee 
35 Harvey Street 
Little Bay NSW 2036
Email: ethics@ahmrc.org.au
Telephone: (02) 9212 4777


Thank you,

Dr Susan Baidawi

