K

lIS
on

| Syph
Awareness Campaign

10Nd

Stakeholder Informat

March 2026

Nat



ASHM Syphilis Campaign Toolkit

Hilil: &

Introduction 3 Social Tiles eDM 15
Key Messages 4 GPs 9 Posters 16
Campaign Research Findings 5 Nurses 10 Conversation Guide 17
Frequently Asked Questions 6 Antenatal 11

Specialists 12

Community 13

Aboriginal Health 14




ASHM Syphilis Campaign Toolkit

'\sﬁ Australia is facing a significant and widespread increase in t
numbenr of syphilis cases; they have more than doubled in the

decade (2014-2024)' and continue to rise across a
ST, Due to the scale and severity, syphilis was declarec

| demograp

e
ast
NICS.

a Communicable

e Disease Incident of National Significance (CDIN

S)in 2025.°

The ASHM National Syphilis Awareness Campaign aims to stop
the spread by strengthening the knowledge and confidence of

healthcare providers. The campaign seeks to reframe syphilis as a
contemporanry clinical priority rather than a “disease of the past”.

The campaign follows a national survey of over 800 healthcare
workers?® that revealed significant knowledge gaps and missed
opportunities for the testing of syphilis.

1. Kirby Institute. Syphilis [ Data @ Kirby Institute. UNSW Sydney; 2024. Available from: https://www.data.kirby.unsw.edu.au/syphilis

2. Australian Centre for Disease Control. Syphilis declared a Communicable Disease Incident of National Significance. Available from: https.//www.cdc.gov.au/diseases/syphilis [cdc.gov.au]

3. National Syphilis Awareness Campaign Integrated report of qualitative and quantitative research findings 2025, Orima


https://www.data.kirby.unsw.edu.au/syphilis
https://www.cdc.gov.au/diseases/syphilis
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Key Messages

I
o Syphilisisnolongerabacterial infection of the past. o |fleftuntreated, it can cause severe health
Reports show that cases have doubledinthe decade complications, long-term disability, or death.

from 2014 to 2024 and continues to spread further. , o , ,
o Coordinated actionis essential. Preventing the spread

o Early detectionand symptom awareness saves of syphilisrequires enhanced, coordinated efforts
lives. Syphilisis preventable and easily treated when across communities, primary care, specialist services
detected early. and all levels of the health system.

o With almost 50% of syphilis cases often showing o The scale and severity of the outbreak hasled to
no symptoms, routine testing of all sexually active syphilis being declared a Communicable Disease
patientsisvital to preventits potentially devastating Incident of National Significance in 2025.
consequences. N

o Syphilis can affect anyone, but pregnant people, gay,

o Screening all sexually active patients, and pregnant bisexual men who have sex with men, and First Nations

people during theirantenatal appointmentsis essential. communities are disproportionately affected.
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Campaign Research Findings

R

Following the declaration of syphilis as a CDINS, ASHM commissioned metro-based (//%), with 23% practising inregional orremote areas.
a national survey to inform the development of a National Syphilis Most respondents were female (80%), 11% identified as culturally and
Awareness Campaign. The primary objective of the research was to linguistically diverse (CALD), and 3% identified as First Nations.
strengthen awareness and understanding of syphilis andits clinical

management among healthcare workers across Australia. The national survey of 819 healthcare workers was conductedin late

2025 and found:
The sample was diverse across professional roles and settings.
Nurses comprised the largest cohort (59%), followed by antenatal » 54% of healthcare professionals do not feel confident about whento
providers (24%) and community healthcare workers (18%). Sixteen test orreferfor syphilis.

percent reported working frequently with First Nations peoples.
Most respondents worked in hospital settings (46%) or community/
social service settings (33%), with smaller proportions in emergency » 88% feel equipped to test orrefer for STls.
departments (12%) and general practice clinics (11%).

o 38% believeitistheirresponsibility to raise sexual health with patients.

o Only 21% regularly talk about sexual health with patients.
Geographically, the sample was nationally distributed, with the

largest representation from Victoria (26%), New South Wales (25%) o Two-thirds (66%) incorrectly believe a syphilis testis part of a urine test.
and Queensland (22%). The majority of participants were
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why has syphilis been declared a CDINS?

Syphilis has been declared a Communicable Disease
Incident of National Significance (CDINS) in Australia
because of amajor, ongoing outbreak that has resulted
In high case numbers, congenital syphilis cases, and
infant deaths.

A CDNIS is declared when an outbreak requires

coordinated national response. An example of these
are COVID-19 and mpox.

Who should | be testing?

Patients presenting with any symptoms suggestive
of syphilis.

Anyone who is sexually active, particularly those with

new or multiple partners, should get tested for syphilis.

Symptoms are often asymptomatic, soit’simportant
to determine risk by taking a sexual history.

What are the symptoms of syphilis?

Around 50% of people will have no symptoms and will only be
diagnosed by screening with serological testing. As syphilis can
mimic many other conditions, consider syphilis testingin all
patients with unexplained symptoms.

Clinically, the disease has 3 stages:

» Earlyinfectious syphilis: primary and secondary and early latent
infection, i.e. asymptomatic infection acquired within the previous
2 years.

» Latelatent syphilis, i.e. asymptomatic infection acquired more
than 2 years before diagnosis, or when the duration of infection
IS unknown.

« Tertiary or late symptomatic syphilis, with neurological,
cardiovascular orgummatous complications.

Formore information on the clinical presentation of syphilis,
visit https://sti.quidelines.org.au/sexually-transmissible-
iInfections/syphilis/



https://sti.guidelines.org.au/sexually-transmissible-infections/syphilis/
https://sti.guidelines.org.au/sexually-transmissible-infections/syphilis/
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Frequently Asked Questions

What if my patient has no symptoms?
Around 50% of people will have no symptoms and will

only be diagnosed by screening with serological testing.

Due torecentincrease in prevalencein the general
population, itsimportant to test all sexually active
patients with new or multiple partners.

How should syphilis be managed in pregnancy?

Syphilisinfectionina pregnant person may be
transmitted to the foetus and can cause multi-organ
disease associated with high rates of mortality and
morbidity. Congenital syphilisis preventable if the
pregnant personis treatedless than 30 days before
delivery. If you have a patient who has been diagnosed
with syphilis during pregnancy, seek specialist advice.

Is syphilis easy to treat?

Syphilis is highly curable with antibiotics. For more
information on the management of syphilis, visit the STI
management guidelines, https://sti.guidelines.org.au/
sexually-transmissible-infections/syphilis/

What are my responsibilities for contact tracing
and notification?

The diagnosing clinicianisresponsible forinitiating

and documenting a discussion about contact tracing.
ldentified sexual contacts of the person with syphilis
infection must be informed and offered testing. Tracing
should be carried out according to sexual history and
clinical stage of infection. Syphilis registers and Public
Health Units can provide support. See ST Management

Guidelines for more information.



https://sti.guidelines.org.au/sexually-transmissible-infections/syphilis/
https://sti.guidelines.org.au/sexually-transmissible-infections/syphilis/
https://sti.guidelines.org.au/
https://sti.guidelines.org.au/
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Frequently Asked Questions

What if syphilis testingisn’t part of my role?

We all have arole to play in putting syphilis on ourradar
and helping to stop the spread. Any GP can provide
STltesting, including syphilis testing, and a ‘'no wrong
door’ approach means people should be supported
to access testing wherever they engage with a health
service. Evenif youareinanon-clinicalrole, you canhelp
by encouraging testing, discussing STl risk, reducing
stigma, and recognising possible signs and symptoms.
Thisis particularly important forworkers supporting
priority populations, including people accessing drug
and alcohol services, homelessness services, mental
health and family violence services, and services for
young people and LGBTI+ communities.

What if my practice doesn’t have people who would be
atrisk of syphilis?

Anyone who is sexually active can contract Syphilis.
Don’t make assumptions about a patient and their sex
lives or the sexlives of their partners. 1in 6 Australians will
getan STlintheirlifetime. Source: https://www.cdc.gov.
au/advice/preventing-spread-sexually-transmissible-

iInfections



https://www.cdc.gov.au/advice/preventing-spread-sexually-transmissible-infections
https://www.cdc.gov.au/advice/preventing-spread-sexually-transmissible-infections
https://www.cdc.gov.au/advice/preventing-spread-sexually-transmissible-infections
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Socilal Tiles

LGPS

LINKEDIN
Copy:

Headline:
CTA:

META
Copy:

Headline:

CTA:

Syphilisis nolonger a bacterial infection of the past.
Infectionrates arerising steeply and can affect anyone
who is sexually active. With syphilis cases often
showing no symptoms, routine testing of all sexually
active patientsisvital to preventing its potentially
devastating consequences. Visitashm.org.au/
stopsyphilis forresources that can stop syphilis
slipping through.

Put syphilis on your radar.

Learn more

Syphilis is back. Routine testing of all sexually
active patientsisvital to preventing its potentially
devastating consequences. Learn more at
ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Put syphilis on your radar.

Learn more

1080 pixels (w) x 1080 pixels (h) - GPs

TO PROTECT THE
~MOST VULNERABLE

PUT IT ON
YOUR RADAR

3 STOP SYPHILIS
, SLIPPINGTHROUGH

IN YOUR B .k ashm
— COMMUNITY. |

Download social tiles


http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQA8AGeK548YQ7lsbX4U0oRSASRxzyFfUMlq7Ll9Av13Kzo?e=BQSxj5
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S D C I a I TI I e S 1080 pixels (w)x 1080 pixels (h) - Nurses

Nurses

LINKEDIN

Copy: As a frontline nurse, put syphilis on yourradar to
protect the most vulnerable in our communities.
Syphilis cases are increasing across all demographics
in Australia. All sexually active patients may be at risk.
Help prevent the spread of syphilis by encouraging
proactive testing and treating early. Visit ashm.org.
au/stopsyphilis forresources that can stop syphilis
slipping through.

PUT IT ON ' TtoPROTECT THE
'YOURRADAR  § “MOST VULNERABLE

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

. 1| STOPSYPHILIS
clie Leainmers . . SLIPPING THROUGH

Copy: Asafrontline nurse, you can help prevent the spread of =~ COMMUNITY. |

syphilis by encouraging proactive testing and treating
early. Learnmore at ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.
Download social tiles
CTA.: Learn more
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http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQAE5ltxWILgTpUBnhtrX7E7AT-zOWvm4UA0Pse9sT64RAE?e=rFWzTw
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S D C I a I TI I e S 1080 pixels (w)x 1080 pixels (h) - Antenatal

Antenatal

LINKEDIN

Copy: Testing all pregnant people for syphilis at least 3 times
throughout their pregnancy is the best way to prevent
the spread and reduce healthimpacts on the pregnant
person and baby. Stop syphilis from slipping through,
visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Headline: Test forsyphilis.

CTA: Learn more f r 1 STOP SYPHILIS
| SLIPPING THROUGH

META

| . . | ~ ON YOUR RADAR
Copy: Testing pregnant people at least 3 times during their | EOR TESTING
pregnancy is the best way to prevent congenital e :

syphilis. Learn more at ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Headline: Test forsyphilis.

Download social tiles
CTA: Learn more
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http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQA936jOIkIoS4c2ND-SmBfBAWa-VgzPZrOd8VvDxz0FJpM?e=JnPXGa
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social Tiles
specialists

LINKEDIN

Copy: As a specialist, you have a critical role to play inreducing
the transmission of syphilis and its health impacts.
Known as ‘the great imitator’, you may have clients
presenting with syphilis and not know it. Preventing
the spreadrequires enhanced, coordinated efforts
across communities, primary care, specialist services
and all levels of the health system. Visit ashm.org.au/
stopsyphilis forresources that can stop syphilis
slipping through.

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

CTA: Learn more
META
Copy: As a specialist, you may have clients presenting with

syphilis and not know it. Early detection can prevent
the spread. Learn more at ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

CTA: Learn more

1080 pixels (w)x 1080 pixels (h) - Specialists

PUT IT ON
'YOUR RADAR

Download social tiles

| STOPSYPHILIS

: SLIPPING-THROUGH
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http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQDp76Pe31ZbTYYpiCDv6oi0AXVmLtGGZLoqviCJnzZSFI4?e=PTClbP
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Socilal Tiles

Community

LINKEDIN

Copy: Cases of syphilis have doubled over the last decade
and all sexually active people are atrisk. You can
prevent the spread by leading conversations about
syphilis and encouraging proactive testing in your
community. Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis for
resources that can help support the fight.

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

CTA: Learn more

META

Copy: You can prevent the spread of syphilis by leading
conversations and encouraging proactive testing
In your community. Learn more at ashm.org.au/
stopsyphilis

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

CTA: Learn more

1080 pixels (w) x 1080 pixels (h) - Community/Social Work

PUTITON || TOPROTECT THE
'YOURRADAR | ~MOST VULNERABLE

| STOP SYPHILIS
. SLIPPING THROUGH

IN YOUR B .t ashm
— COMMUNITY. |

Download social tiles
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http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQDp76Pe31ZbTYYpiCDv6oi0AXVmLtGGZLoqviCJnzZSFI4?e=bfFLfR
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S D C I a I TI I e S 1080 pixels (w) x 1080 pixels (h) - Aboriginal Health
Aboriginal Health

LINKEDIN

Copy: Protecting your community from syphilis has never
been more important. With cases doubling over
the last decade and almost 50 percent of cases
presenting as asymptomatic, your Mob may be at risk.
Protect your community by putting syphilis on your
radar. Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis forresources
that can help support the fight.

PUT IT ON
' YOUR RADAR

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.

| STOP.SYPHILIS

CTA: Learn more , =5

; SLIPPING-THROUGH
WIETA | | N i TO PROTECT
Copy: Protecting your community from syphilis has never

~~ YDOUR MOB

been more important. Proactive testing can prevent
the spread. Learn more at ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis/

Headline: Put syphilis onyourradar.
Download social tiles

CTA: Learn more
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http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
http://ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis
https://ashmdev.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Collaboration/IQBhG-7509u-Q4ymoAGMM_gVAXGmmHVbsWk_gOuIrovSeiQ?e=qLuHcW
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eDIV]

/60 pixels (w)x 446 pixel

[

s(h)

Heading:
Put it onyourradar.

Body Copy:

Syphilis casesin Australia have doubledin the last
decade. The next case could be inyour waitingroom—
and someone you least expect.

You can prevent the spread by proactively testing
pregnant patients, sexually active patients with new
or multiple partners, and others who may be at risk.

e

Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis forresources.
Together, we can stop syphilis slipping through.

Download eDMimage
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Posters

A3 - Brand

Brand poster for printing, file preparedin
CYMK. Posters featuring hero messages
forbrand, antenatal, and First Nations
audiences.

Use link beneathimages to download.

A simple test can help prevent the spread
and protect the community.

Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Visit ashm.org.au/stopsyphilis

Download posters
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Conversation Guide
A4 Print

This conversation guide has been
developedto assist all healthcare workers
with patient conversations around syphilis
testing and diagnosis.

The guide includes:

« Howtoapproachthe conversation
e Keymoments forthe conversation
o Conversation starters

Syphilis notifications continue to rise across Australia!
Early detection and routine testing are critical to preventing
complications, including congenital syphilis. Integrating sexual
health discussions into everyday clinical care ensures syphilis
testing becomes a standard part of preventive health practice.

DID YOU KNOW

ilf] .’JII Q‘

Around 50% of people willhave Cases have doubledin In2025, syphilis was
NO symptoms and will only be the last decade, and are declared as a Communicable
diagnosed by screening with notisolated to high-risk Disease Incident of
serological testing.? populations.! National Significance.®

APPROACHING THE CONVERSATION

It’s important to convey that syphilis is nothing to be ashamed of and raising awareness
will help more people get tested and treated so we can stop the spread of the disease.

« Normalise testing asroutine, not exceptional:
Present syphilis testing as a part of everyday
preventative health care.

» Emphasise the importance of early detection
and prevention: Clearly explain why timely
testing matters.

» Adoptaproactive approach to testing, given how
often syphilis presents without symptoms.

» Ensure conversations are culturally safe and
sensitive to individual context, including

« Integrate testing conversationsinto relevant
clinicalmoments: Use routine clinical interactions
as opportunities to discuss syphilis sensibly
and effortlessly.

« Reinforce that testing is quick, safe,
and beneficial. It's a simple test and
the treatments are highly effective.

» Explainthat all discussions are confidential and
that, if the test result is positive, sexual partners
can be notified anonymously if desired.

KEY MOMENTS FOR CONVERSATION

« Whendiscussing pregnancy plans o
« Apatient shows possible symptoms

« You'redoingany STl check-up

» Ifthey are part of a high priority population

« Iftheyare reproductive age and have recently
travelled overseas

» Ifthey have asked about HIV pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) or post-exposure prophylaxis PEP

It can be hard to bring up syphilis when you are speaking with your clients/patients.
Some key opportunities for conversation could be:

They present with another STl or have
had a partnerwith another STI

If the patient tells you they have new or
multiple partners

If they are getting full blood work done
ontheirgeneral health

If you are discussing contraception

Here are some conversation starters that may help prompt a discussion
about syphilis to help identify any concerns or gaps in management.

Align with guidelines and policies

» “Australian pregnancy guidelines recommend these tests to
protect you and your baby.”

» “As someone who is a man who has sex with men, STl testing
isrecommended every 3 months...”

Explain rationale
« “Givenyoursymptoms, I'd like to run a few tests to figure out

what might be going on. These tests willinclude syphilisand...”

» “Anyone who has ever had sex can get syphilis, and the only
way to know for sure is by getting tested.”

(=] E =]

" J-‘rn,_;r;;; FOR MIORE INFORMATION, VISIT THE STOP SYPHILIS
&-3#%& INFORMATION HUB, OR SCAN HERE TO FIND OUT MORE.

Contextualise and normalise

» “Whenwas the last time you
had an STltest?”

» “Aspart of yourhealth check
we also ask about your
sexual health. | ask everyone
the same questions and
your answers will help me
work out what tests to do.”

« “Early treatmentis simple
and highly effective.”

This conversation guide has been developed in collaboration with two nurses and two GPs from Australia.

REFERENCES

experiences of stigma or discrimination.

1. Phua G, White C. The resurgence of syphilis in Australia. Aust J Gen Pract. 2024 Mar;53(3):133-137. doi:10.31128/AJGP-08-23-6943 2. South Australian Government, SA
Health. Syphilis for health professionals [Internet]. Adelaide (SA): SA Health; Available from: https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/
sa+health+internet/clinical+resources/clinical+programs+and+practice+guidelines/infectious+disease+control/syphilis/syphilis+for+health+professionals
3. Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing. Syphilis declared a Communicable Disease Incident of National Significance [Internet]. Canberra
(AU): Department of Health; 7 Aug 2025. Available from: https://www.health.gov.au/news/syphilis-declared-cdins?language=en
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Thank you

If you have any questions regarding these guidelines,
please contact ASHM or Think HQ at:

Jared.Croft@ashm.org.au
Molly.Stannard@ashm.org.au
Blake.M@think-hg.com.au





